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SUBJECT: FRENCH VIEWS ON SAHARA 

1. QUAI DEPUTY DIRECTOR FOR NORTH AFRICA D'ALBIS TOLD 
EMBOFF NOVEMBER 24 THAT QUAI EXPECTS ALGERIANS TO CON 
TINUE A STEADY PATTER AT THE UN AND ELSEWHERE AGAINST THE 
TRIPARTITE AGREEMENT ON THE SAHARA. THE ALGERIANS 
RIGHTLY CONSIDER THEY HAVE LOST A DIPLOMATIC BATTLE AND 
ARE HOPING, NOT WITHOUT SOME REASON, THAT INTERNAL PROB- 
LEMS WILL FORCE THE SPANISH TO REVERSE THEIR POSITION ON 
THE SAHARA ONCE AGAIN. THE ALGERIAN CASE FOR SELF- 
DETERMINATION IS A STRONG ONE JURIDICALLY, ALBIS SAID, 

AND CURRENT MOROCCAN SATISFACTION WITH THE FAIT ACCOMPLI 
IN THE SAHARA MAY BE PREMATURE. 

2. IN ADDITION TO DIPLOMATIC EFFORTS, THE ALGERIANS ARE 
LIKELY TO CONTINUE GIVING LARGE-SCALE MATERIAL SUPPORT 
TO THE F. POLISARIO, ALBIS CONTINUED. ALREADY THE F. 
POLISARIO HAS TAKEN OVER MOST OF THE TOWNS EVACUATED BY 
THE SPANISH ARMY, WITH THE EXCEPTION OF THOSE IN THE 
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NORTHEAST OCCUPIED BY THE MOROCCAN ARMY. ALBIS DOUBTED 
THAT THE ALGERIANS WOULD INTERVENE DIRECTLY WITH MILI- 
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TARY FORCE IN THE SAHARA, BUT PREDICTED THAT RELATIONS 
WITH MOROCCO WILL AT BEST BE STRAINED FOR YEARS TO COME. 
ALBIS THOUGHT THE ALGERIANS' CONFIDENCE THAT THEIR OWN 
SYSTEM IS THE "WAVE OF THE FUTURE" AND THAT THE MOROC- 
CAN REGIME REPRESENTS A DYING PAST, TEMPERED BY THEIR 
ESSENTIAL PRAGMATISM, WOULD KEEP THE ALGERIANS FROM MAK- 
ING ANY RASH MOVE. ON THE OTHER HAND, THE MOROCCANS 
(AND MAURITANIANS) WILL HAVE PROBLEMS IMPOSING THEIR 
FIAT OVER TERRITORY NOW EFFECTIVELY CONTROLLED BY F. 
POLISARIO. 

3. NOT UNEXPECTEDLY, ALBIS DENIED RECENT ALGERIAN 
CHARGES OF FRENCH SUPPORT FOR THE MOROCCAN POSITION, 
PARTICULARLY THAT OTHER THAN ALREADY-SCHEDULED ARMS 
DELIVERIES HAD BEEN MADE TO MOROCCO. AT ONE POINT, 
HOWEVER, ALBIS IMPLIED, WITHOUT FURTHER EXPLANATION, 

THAT THE FRENCH MAY NOT HAVE BEEN ENTIRELY NEUTRAL ON 
THE SAHARAN QUESTION. HE DISMISSED ALGERIAN CRITICISM 
AS SIMPLY ANOTHER EXAMPLE OF THE ALMOST AUTOMATIC 
ALGERIAN REACTION OF SETTING UP THE FRENCH AS SCAPEGOAT 
WHENEVER THINGS GO WRONG. HE NOTED THAT THE U.S., TOO, 

IS A PRIME TARGET FOR ALGERIAN POLITICAL INVECTIVE, 

BUT THAT IN THE ECONOMIC FIELD "WHERE IT COUNTS," 

AMERICAN -ALGERIAN RELATIONS SEEM EXCELLENT. 

4. ALBIS REMARKED THAT HASSAN'S APPARENT SUCCESS ON 
THE SAHARA HAD STRENGTHENED HIS POSITION AT HOME. HE 
WONDERED, NONETHELESS, WHETHER THE DIFFICULTIES WHICH 
MOROCCO WILL ENCOUNTER BEFORE (AND IF) IT IS ABLE TO 
DIGEST THE SAHARA MIGHT NOT IN THE LONG RUN WEAKEN THE 
KING. MOREOVER, HE WARNED, ANOTHER ASSASSINATION 
ATTEMPT IS ALWAYS A PRESENT POSSIBILITY IN MOROCCO, AND 
THE COUNTRY'S FUTURE REMAINS AN OPEN QUESTION. 
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